
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION SPOTLIGHT 🌟

Adults who are a part of El Valor’s programs celebrated the group’s Valentine’s Day

celebration in 2019. Photo courtesy of El Valor.

By Katrina Pham 

For over 50 years, El Valor has served children and adults with disabilities. The
Pilsen-based social service nonprofit, whose name means “courage,” offers
English and Spanish programs for children and adults with developmental and
intellectual disabilities that are not easily found in the city. 

El Valor will host a “Celebration of Life” to honor its community for people with
diverse needs this Friday. The annual Valentine’s Day event will bring its
community together with a live DJ, dancing, Loteria, arts and crafts, and food.

“The celebrations hosted at El Valor are a chance for them to be themselves
and celebrate their uniqueness in a safe and welcoming environment with their
peers,” said Executive Director Jillian Gonzalez.

El Valor was founded in 1973 by Guadalupe Reyes, who wanted to fill the gap
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in services for people with intellectual disabilities like her son. Fifty years later,
El Valor offers programs for adults with intellectual and physical disabilities to
learn and practice occupational and everyday skills such as cooking, gardening
and job training. They also staff six homes with around-the-clock care for adults
with disabilities. 

But programs like these are hard to come by. Chicago faces a shortage of
services available for people with developmental or intellectual disabilities.
More than 12,000 people with developmental or intellectual disabilities were on
the waiting list to receive state services last year, according to CBS News.
Gonzalez explained that the wait for services can be longer for Spanish-
speaking adults.

For the hundreds attending the Valentine's Day party, the celebration is a
welcome opportunity to share their appreciation and love for El Valor’s
community.

IN OUR COMMUNITY 
🎭  Friday,  Feb. 9, 7 p.m.
Borderless Magazine’s Diane Bou Khalil joins a panel following Skokie’s
Northlight Theatre’s latest play, “Selling Kabul.” The play tells the story of an
Afghan named Taroon, who served as an interpreter for the U.S. military in
Afghanistan. Panelists will explore how “Selling Kabul” resonates with current
events in Chicago’s Afghan community today, compared with Kabul depicted in
the play.

🧧  Saturday, Feb. 10, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The HANA Center is celebrating Lunar New Year at their space at 4300 N.
California Ave. There will be Pungmul performances, a Hanbok photoshoot and
refreshments. 

📷  Ongoing until Feb. 11
Check out THIS LIFE AIN’T FOR EVERYONE: Slow & Low Throughout the
Years, a pop-up exhibit featuring photography documenting Chicago’s lowrider
culture. Photographers in the exhibit and Slow & Low retrospective book
include Borderless photo editor Max Herman. The gallery is hosted by Pilsen
Art and Community House, 1637 W. 18th St., from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Donate to Borderless Magazine today!
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